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DOOBLEBUG PIT SYSTH SYSHM EXPLO

With the purpose of exnloring the Dn2dlebug Pit-Blowing cove
aystem, elght members of the Hitt“ny Grotta storted govth from
Washlngton D.C. on the d-y - "ier Chrisimne. With arce Jent dir-
ectione from Cord Link, tfﬂ Jirst cor racchei the »1t eatronce the
next evening and left the 40 feet of z-%le 1-dder in 1rsweration
for the next day's c¢limb. TQE other cr: ( hoving been weylaid by
a detour) arrived that evening end by the next ~Tiernocon we wers
ready to rapzmel in.

Rappelling wes done oa a 480 foost lenrth of 7/16 nylon line.

A new method of ravnellins 9 devised :nd tesizd to insurs = safe,
comfortoble descent. The metliod consiats of feedins the line through
several interconnected c.~rbiners wiich =re «*tached to 2 sert sling.
The rapmel was gcomfortrile <ind 2227 12 econtrol 2wen on uct, stiff
nylon rope. We found this nev "“double D' Lipk" ron-el exe cellent

for long free rappeis, Mut » little h=:rd on ths rooce.

L On the first dey Joy vgwhrds, Bill Glosser, and Tor Turner
reppelled in--first to the -135 foot ledse, and then o the ledse
which 18 60 feet from the f1.-r of the »ig room. The entrcnce shaft
breaks into anotner »-rallel sani't wiilch in turn tresks the flrt
celling of a r«ther l-rge and comvlex room. A wrier{nll cascndes

95 feet from the opnosliie wrll gnd other strecms enter from all
directione. The floor 1s mnde up of o huge plle of breakdowm which
1e broken by deen rite znd slde posssges. £11 Lhe water funnels into
one tcanyon passage,

The first group in the pit rappelied to the bottom of the bhig
room and explored downstreszm to 2 room with & balcony which we -
called the rotunda room. We also explored a side paesage, Thunder
Canyon, that contalns four waterfslles, two of which are 40 feet
high, a complete set of bones of a small mammal, and an extremely
high ceillng. The climb out was done on the cable ladder. It was
suprislngly eaay even though part of 1t was under a waterfall.

The nextday two partles entered the cave. Roy Willle, Chuck
Landis, Carolyn Alligson, Peg Fowler, and Ann Weaver explored far
back into a virgin part of Blowing. 8Since they were running out of
carblde, they put their names on the wall and Chuck Landis ran up
enothen nagsage about 50 feet. At the same time that they were

( continued on page 69)

to explore a stream passage wnich tinally became very low at the
point where Cuddington had bullt his cairn. Beyond this was unex-
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DOOCDLEEUG HOLE--TENNESEE TRIP

=

1. Chuck Landls
about 1/10 of the
wey down
Doodlebug's pit.

Deo. 30,1957

2, Carolyn Allison about to
beek off into the hole.
Note telephone line and
safety line.

Dec. 30, 1957

Photos by Edwards and Turner

J. Broomstick
stalegmites in Lost
River sectlion of
Blg Room cave--Tenn.
Kote Carblde light
and helmet.
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DOODLEBUG PIT SYSTEM EXPIORED Continued...

returning to the entrance, Tom Turner snd Bill Glosser were mapping
Doodlebug. They mapped the shaft and Thunder Canyon, and then
started down stream. They climbed down into the rotunds room, and
began to explore a etream passage which finally became very low at
the polnt where Cuddington had built hieg cairn. Beyond this was un-
explored passage.

After craewling only sbout 100 fest in the water, tha¥ found
that the passage opened...and 1t was dry--with footprinte: Running
down the passage they soon came to the spot where the others had put
thelr names only a few hours before. There were some arrows pointing
towards the lower entrance so they naturally thought they must be
almost out-~but 2000 feet later they weren't so sure. The foot- -
pripnts had been lost in a maze of interconnectiong meanders and
parallel psssages. They paseed a huge dome pit and waded another
thousand feet of stream pas:zage before they finally crewled through
the entrance of Blowing Cave. The next day the rest of the cave was
mapped {avelilable through Nittany Grotto--20' to the inch, cost,75¢)
and that same day the equipment was pulled out.

Several other srea caves were explored before we pscked up and
drove to Cumberlsnd Caverns for a New Years Eve party. Horseshoe
was seen twlce and Bucky 8ink cave was exposed for 200 feet. Un-
fortunately we were unable to see Higgenbothem, but we saw others
--including Sparkmesn Indian, Lost Creek, Big Room ( and Luray on
the way home). :

Aside from having some clothes and equipment stolen when
we left them outslde of Blg Room, we had a wonderful time in the
south. We would like to thank Cord Link and Connie Bush for their
hospitality, and the Pittsburgh Grotto for the losn of 165 feet of
cable ladder.

We mapped over 4500 feet of Doodlebug-Blowing and left much
more to be explored. There are some espedially good leads in the
big room. The ghaft 1s about 375 feet deep to the bottem of the
~weterfall, 350 to the bottom of the big room. This,according to
our informetion,(D.0. Speleograph X,2 and NS8 NEWSes) mekes
Doodlebug the deepest known single drop in the United B}a;pu.
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