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The “NO FLUSH” FACT SHEET

Raw Sewage Dumping in Wilmington’s Rivers

WHY IS RAW SEWAGE BEING DUMPED?

Wilmington, like some other older cities, has a combined sewer system (CSS).  This means that rain water from roofs and streets, and sanitary sewage from toilets and industry, flows through the same pipes to the wastewater treatment plant.  But when it rains (sometimes even as little as one tenth of an inch per hour) the sewer system becomes overloaded, and raw sewage pours out of overflow pipes called “combined sewage overflows (CSOs)”  into Wilmington’s waterways.  A total of 38 CSO’s, located on Brandywine Creek, the Christina River, Silverbrook Run, Little Mill Creek, and Shellpot Creek, dump an estimated total of 710 million gallons of contaminated water into Wilmington’s rivers each year, during approximately 42 rainfall periods.
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WHAT ARE THE HEALTH RISKS?

Contact with raw sewage is dangerous.  Some human diseases and parasites spread by sewage pollution include*:

Typhoid fever

Bacterial dysentery (shigellosis)

Cholera

Meningitis

Hepatitis A

Amoebic dysentery

Diarrhea

Tapeworms (cestodes) 

Parasitic nematodes  (roundworms)

Trematodes (liver flukes, etc.)

People uses Wilmington’s waterways for fishing, boating and swimming.  Children especially, are at risk since they often play in the water.  Sewer overflows also contain potentially harmful industrial pollutants.   

HOW CAN WE FIX THE PROBLEM?

Building complete separate systems for sewage and storm water would be difficult for a city like Wilmington.  Furthermore, storm water often contains polluted runoff from parking lots, etc., and benefits from passing through the wastewater treatment process.  Fortunately there are alternatives.  These include storage tanks to contain overflow until it can be fully treated, and keeping storm water out of the combined system whenever possible.

IS WILMINGTON DOING ANYTHING?

The City’s on-paper plan to clean up the sewers would spend over 100 million dollars, and after 19 years, most of the overflow pipes would still be in place.  This is unacceptable.  After spending our tax dollars, our health would still be at risk.   

THE SOLUTION.

The City must devise a plan to eliminate all 38 sewage overflow sites.  This is technically and financially possible if those responsible act in good faith.  In 2000 Green Delaware helped draft State legislation to outlaw raw sewage dumping in Delaware by January 1, 2008.  With your support, our legislators will pass it this year, requiring Wilmington to clean up its sewers completely.  As a result, Wilmington residents will enjoy better health and more recreational opportunities, and have a clean riverfront to be proud of.

* Source: P. D. Abel, Water Pollution Biolgy, Elllis Horwood Limited, Chichester, England, 1989.

Protect Our Children’s Health.

DON’T FLUSH in Wilmington!

When it rains, Wilmington’s sewer system overflows, 

dumping raw sewage into the Christina and Brandywine 

Rivers, and threatening the health of anyone who 

comes in contact with river water. These rivers 

are used for fishing, swimming, wading and boating. 

What YOU can do to help:
· When it’s raining or snow is melting, please try NOT to use any bathrooms in Wilmington.  Ask for portable toilets. 

· Support Green Delaware’s Deadline Bill to outlaw raw sewage dumping in Delaware by January 1, 2008.

· Call your elected officials and ask them to support this legislation and to clean up ALL sewage overflows. 

Mayor Baker  571-4160

Governor Minner  577-3210

Your Senator, Representative, and City Council    Member
Green Delaware is a non-profit, community-based organization working on environment and public health issues. We try to provide “information you can use.”  Please use it.

For more information, reach us at:  302-834-3466, greendel@dca.net, http//www.greendel.org
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This sewer overflow pipe in Canby Park is clogged with paper and condoms.  Sanitary napkins lie in the rocks downstream.  The grating is bent open, allowing children to crawl inside - where graffiti covers the walls of the pipes.
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